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Colonialism is also a psychological state rooted in earlier forms of social
consciousness in both the colonizers and the colonized. It represents a certain cultural
continuity and carries a certain cultural baggage. First, it includes codes which both
the rulers and the ruled can share. The main function of these codes is to alter the
original cultural priorities on both sides and bring to the center of the colonial culture
subcultures previously recessive or subordinate in the two confronting cultures.
Concurrently, the codes remove from the center of each of the cultures subcultures
previously salient in them. It is these fresh priorities which explain why some of the
most impressive colonial systems have been built by societies ideologically
committed to open political systems, liberalism and intellectual pluralism ... As a

state of mind, colonialism is an indigenous process released by external forces.

Ashis Nandy, Intimate Enemy: 1983: 2-3
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